
Board of Directors  
June 19, 2021 Meeting Summary 

 
As the Conference Office is not open for public visits, meetings or gatherings until August 16, the NH Conference 

Board of Directors continues to hold all its meetings via Zoom and so met together in that manner on June 19, 2021. We 
celebrate the hope that both our Conference Minister and Associate Minister will be able to resume in-person visits 
beginning September 1st.  

The Board reviewed the Conference finances and is grateful for those who were able to participate in the 
Friends of the Conference Spring Fund drive and to the churches who are able to keep up their regular OCWM giving. 
While our financial position is positive, despite the pandemic, churches are encouraged to continue to send in OCWM 
offerings throughout the year. The Board also reviewed the Conference investments and were informed that the annual 
audit of the Conference financial books is almost finished. 

We received the Conference Minister’s report. This included an update on our summer program at Horton 
Center. As a Board we recognize that due to lingering concerns regarding Covid 19 the numbers of campers and 
counselors able to visit our site this year will be lower than we would wish. But we celebrate that this year we are having 
a full camping season on Pine Mountain. The Board also acted affirmatively on Rev. Rankin’s recommendation to add 
Juneteenth (now a state and federal holiday) as a day the office will be closed. This will allow for staff to use this as an 
opportunity to engage in events or offerings of this important commemoration.  

We spent significant time discussing two requests regarding the NH Conference online Annual meeting to be 
held October 16. The Board received the suggestion from the Annual Meeting Worship Planning Committee that the 
offering received for this year’s gathering be allocated for programming use by the Unified Member in Discernment 
Mentoring Team (UMMT). It was a unanimous decision to stand behind this request. The UMMT was established in 2019 
with the purpose of partnering and discerning with those members of the Conference preparing for ordained ministry. 
As the work of the UMMT moves forward the vision is to provide training, education, and spiritual exploration 
events/programs to enhance the discernment journey, build community among the Conference’s MIDs, and provide 
continuity in the preparation for ordination. The Board celebrates the work of the UMMT and its importance for our 
Conference. 

We were asked to consider a proposal for an annual Environmental Justice award to be given at the NH 
Conference Annual Meeting. The proposal was granted, with an amendment removing a cash honorarium as part of the 
award. The Board was intrigued and wondered how we might encourage other Ministries and Mission Groups to make 
presentations or awards to also lift up the work of others that align with our stated mission. It was suggested that a 
circle of folks consider how recognitions and awards such as the one discussed might be handled in the future. 

The Board had identified some Grants that needed updating. The following Grant Language Updates were voted: 
Language regarding Strengthen the Church Grant: 
From 2022 to 2025, Strengthen the Church (STC) Grants will be given to support youth activities that contain a 
component of racial justice advocacy, activism, or awareness-raising.  STC grants may be given to groups within the New 
Hampshire Conference, its associations or its local churches.  (https://nhcucc.org/uploads/documents/caring-for-
clergy/grants-and-scholarships/STC_Youth_Ministry_Grants_2021.06.pdf) 
Language to be included at Conference Event regarding OCWM: 
This program (event, workshop, etc.) is supported by the generous contributions of our local churches to Our Churches 
Wider Mission (OCWM).   

An update was received regarding the annual renewal of covenant with the Board of Directors of 
Havenwood/Heritage Heights. Due to Covid concerns, the whole membership of both Boards will not gather in person 
again this year. Instead, the H/HH Executive Committee will host the NH Conference Exec Committee later this summer. 

The Board received a report and options to consider with regard to some urgent Capital Improvements at the 
NH Conference building. The HVAC system and sidewalks are fast approaching the time when repairs can no longer 
maintain them. Examining the options, the Board made decisions to move this work forward in a timely manner, hoping 
to reduce long-term maintenance costs with the direction to be taken into the future. The Board voted to replace the 
HVAC system and will vote on a final option regarding the sidewalks at a specially called meeting. 

 
The next meeting of the Board of Directors of the New Hampshire Conference is September 18. 
 
Rev. Carolyn Keilig, President, NH Conference, UCC 
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